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FORMAT & GENRE(S): 
One hour teen drama serial 
 
LOGLINE: 
Anirudh, a 15 year-old dyslexic, uses his overactive movie-obsessed imagination to solve 
problems for super-intelligent dark horse, Olivia, who does all his homework in return. 
 
THE PITCH: 
Living in the tranquil suburbs west of Leeds, with his striving but conservative Indian family, is 
ANIRUDH JAVEKAR (15). His film buffery knows know bounds and he constantly day 
dreams of becoming a famous actor – the first South Asian James Bond, preferably. He lives 
in this fantasy world of stories and movie characters because as he gets older, the truth is 
becoming more and more obvious. 
 
He’s stupid. 
 
Every time he tries to read, the words all jumble up in front of him. In the last five years he’s 
bounced around four different academies and finally ended up at an exclusive private school, 
Broom Hall – his parents’ last ditch attempt to prove to him and themselves that he’s normal 
and not any of those nasty words that all those teachers and psychologists wanted to label 
him with in the past. 
 
But the problem is that even with Ani’s 25% low income bursary his parents can still barely 
afford Broom Hall. And Ani knows that. So when it comes to Ani’s maths placement test on 
day one he panics and does the only thing he can under the circumstances. He cheats. A 
skill he’s got good at over the years. 
 
The problem is that he cheats too well. He scores 93%. A mark that’s so unexpectedly good 
that he’s going to be put forward for this year’s maths bursary – an award for outstanding 
students that accounts for 100% of the school fees. Ani’s left with no choice but to accept the 
bursary and try desperately not to be found out. To do this he joins forces with the school 
swot OLIVIA PEARLMAN.  
 
Up until recently Olivia had been in with SERENA, who heads up the school’s ultra-cool 
Stoner Clique. Now Olivia’s fallen out with them, she’ll do anything to get her own back and 
make them pay for her callous social exclusion. Though she’s unmoved by Ani’s problems – 
which she sees as entirely of his own making – she’s charmed by Ani when she sees he’s a 
fellow film geek. She has a penchant for sci fi herself.  
 
Taking their inspiration from different genres of movies (their only real sources of life 
experience) our two unlikely heroes plot to take Serena and the Stoner Clique down once 
and for all. A goal made all the more reachable with the discovery that Serena’s dealing 



weed to the entire school and making a not inconsiderable sum. In return Olivia will do all of 
Ani’s homework for him and ensure he retains that 100% bursary. It’s going to be a bumpy 
ride that can’t possibly end well. It’s just a shame that neither Ani nor Olivia can see that yet.  
 
 
STRUCTURE: 
The two principal storylines of the series are: 
 

- Ani’s struggle to keep his dyslexia a secret from his teachers and parents (his parents 
sort of know but are in denial) and his need to achieve and maintain his 100% school 
bursary. 

- Olivia, scorned by her old friends, attempting to take down the Stoner Clique and get 
her own back on her arch nemesis Serena, slipping from goody two shoes into 
juvenile delinquent. 

 
Ani tends to view the entire world through the lens of whatever film he’s watching that week. 
He steals ideas from films all the time and these ideas inform his behaviour constantly. 
Though this at first strikes Olivia as ridiculously geeky, she eventually finds that his way of 
dealing with problems is kind of appealing. 
 
Each episode will concern our two heroes as they struggle to try and help each other with 
their respective problems of the week and each episode will act as a mini genre parody in of 
itself. I.e. the plot and resolution of that week’s problems will centre around either a specific 
film, or a sub genre of film. In the first episode we’re concerned with the gangster genre and 
specifically The Godfather, which Ani and Olivia are both intensely inspired by in their own 
individual ways. The other episodes of series one will focus on mini parodies of buddy action 
movies, animal horror, rom coms, legal dramas and post apocalyptic thrillers. 
 
 
TONE & THEMES: 
The tone of HNTBS is to a certain extent dictated by whatever film sub genre we’re 
parodying that week, and the plot will take this into account, helped amply by some parodic 
lighting and production design. This will be particularly apparent during the characters’ 
elaborate flights of fantasy moments, much akin to Rae’s dream sequences in My Mad Fat 
Diary, except with a parodic film genre lens. HNTBS aims to highlight the sharp differences 
between reality and story worlds and how important they are for teens of a certain age. Films, 
books and stories can seem to provide meaning but only to an extent. Real life is infinitely 
more complicated. A lesson that Ani and Olivia both need to learn.  
 
Generally the tone will be one of comedic Coen brothers style caper, not unlike an outlandish 
episode of Fargo. The stakes are high, the situations mad cap, and the characters are 
bungling though and trying desperately to seem cleverer and cooler than they really are. 
 
HNTBS is caper-ey fun on the one hand and can be enjoyed on that level, but it is also social 
commentary about learning disability and learning disability diagnosis. It aims to show, on a 
gut level, just how difficult it can be when you know you’re not stupid yet all things academic 
are soul crushingly hard. It also aims to highlight how sometimes we overdiagnose and 
sometimes we underdiagnose. Ani has undiagnosed dyslexia and dyscalculia, but all the 
adults in his life have failed him. His parents are particularly to blame as they have denied a 
truth that is staring them right in the face. Is it a surprise therefore that Ani does the same?  



 
SETTING: 
The setting of the show is the rural and incredibly dull suburbia just north west of Leeds. 
More specifically; Horsforth, Rawdon Billing and Yeadon. These areas are just 7 or so miles 
from Leeds centre but still more than enough to fill the 15 year old protagonists with plenty of 
dread, cabin fever and a deep longing to get away. The central precinct is the lavish and 
imposing Broom Hall school, but there’ll be plenty of action at Ani and Olivia’s houses, along 
with the flat fields, quaint village shops, picturesque churches and old stone workhouses of 
the area.  
 
 
AUDIENCE: 
HNTBS is a teen drama, pitched at the E4 audience and the young end of traditional adult 
drama audiences. This is a Faustian Breaking Bad style show, with plenty of moral 
ambiguity, as you’d expect with a 50 minute drama, but it’s still centered on teens and teen 
concerns. It will likely be of particular interest to teens with dyslexia and other disabilities, and 
is bound to be a hit with film fans. It will also hopefully have the dual function of introducing 
teens to new movies that they might want to check out, ideally helping to foster a deeper love 
of film and storytelling. Of course this aspect of the series also gives the series potential to be 
a cult favourite amongst adults, a la Adventure Time or similar. 


